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The Strategy Practice of Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in Coping
with the Social Crisis and An Evaluation of the Taiping Rebellion

LIU Chen
( Department of History Peking University Betjing 100871 China)

Abstract: Jiangnan( ) was the region where the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom established a stable rule and vig—
orously implemented various policies. As the political entity in the region the government of Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom made different attempts and efforts to deal with social crisis and grass —roots social governance which in—
cludes 10 kinds of measures aiming to complete the transformation of ruling idea. However due to the constraints
of subjective and objective conditions Taiping Heavenly Kingdom has not achieved much in dealing with the so-
cial crisis and the expectation of regulating social order has not been realized. Nevertheless some local govern—
ments made some achievements in social construction during the period of internal and external troubles which
indicates that the view that the Taiping paid little attention to construction of political power is not absolute. The
strategy and practice of coping with the social crisis is also the embodiment of the technology and social strategy of
the ruling class. The social strategy of the Taiping shows the special situation of the relationship between the state
and the society. We found that the political power of the Taiping penetrated into the rural society positively
which was different from the general trend of the expansion of gentry power in this period. The power of gentry in
the district occupied by the Taiping was restricted and weakened. The Qing government made further efforts to re—
strict the power of the gentry when recovering the social order after defeating the Taiping which stirred up a new
competition between the government and the local society and also had effects on the political situation in late
Qing Dynasty. This perspective also provides a starting point for us to understand objectively and rationally the
historical status of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom and presents its complicated historical aspects.

Key words: social crisis; Taiping Heavenly Kingdom; social strategy; popular revolts



