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On the Relationship between Xiao Chao — gui and Yang Xiu - qing in the Early Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
LIU Chen

( Department of History Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: Xiao Chao — gui and Yang Xiu — qing who are respectively regarded as the representative of “Heavenly Broth—
er” and “Heavenly Father” are not sheer alliance or intimate friends. Instead they have been in great disagreement and con—
flict known to quite few people. In the initial stage to establish the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Xiao Chao — gui tried to chal—
lenge “Heavenly Father” by asserting authority promoting his followers and acting as the prime minister. In the critical moment
of Jin Tian Tuan Ying in order to get Yang Xiu — qing away from the core power Xiao Chao — gui tried every way such as giv—
ing direct order spreading slanderous rumors isolating and suppressing him so that he could get a chance to realize his politi—
cal ambitions. However they are far more than opponents or enemies to each other. The delicate relationship both politically and
religiously as well as the subjective and objective environment made it an insurmountable political undercurrent.

Key words: Xiao Chao — gui; Yang Xiu — qing; Heavenly Brother; Heavenly Father; the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
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