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A Study on “The theory of the fall of Buddhism in the Edo period”
CHEN Yi-li
( School of Foreign Languages Tongji University Shanghai 200092 China)

Abstract: People’ s cognition of Buddhism in the Edo period has inevitably been influenced by academic authorities such
as Tsuj Zennosuke. It is believed that the Japanese monks were stealing and shackling and Buddhism was deeply entrenched.
“The theory of the fall of Buddhism in the Edo period” looked as an indisputable historical fact. In essence Japanese religious
and academic circles looked the “fallen theory” as a negative textbook in order to warn improve regulate the future develop—
ment direction of modern Buddhism. The “fallen theory” has important historical significance. On the other hand when we fo-
cus on the protection of Buddhism thought in the Edo period it is not difficult to find that Buddhism in the Edo period promo-
ted the popularization of Buddhism promoted the integration of culture provided a prerequisite for the modernization of Japa—
nese Buddhism.

Key words: Buddhism in the Edo period; the theory of the fall of Buddhism; Tsuj Zennosuke; protection of Buddhism
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A Restudy of the Rural Politics in the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Focused on the Township Officials Group
LIU Chen
( The History Department Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: When governing Jiangnan the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom began to carry out its rural politics over country soci—
ety which showed its own political religious characteristics and the core of which was township officials system. However the
result of the practice of the rural politics was the polarization of social stability and disorganization. After analyzing 231 officials
of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in 1860s it was found that there were many factors relevant to township officials which led to
the failure of the rural politics for example the impersonal quality of township officials as “tax farmer” the dominate attitude
of Township officials of seizing a chance to seek personal gain and stooping to compromise the blindness of the Taiping authori—
ties to rural construction and the drawbacks of the mechanism of selecting township officials. Thus popular revolts occurred
the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom gradually lost the support of the mass. However when discussing the merits and demerits of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom one fact should be considered that is the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom strived to control intervened
and governed the countryside. In addition it should also be realized that the important reason why the Taiping movement was
the peak of China’s old style mass movement were that the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom put the focus of local administration on
addressing the problems of countryside and peasants gave up the ways of roving rebels.

Key words: rural politics; township officials; Taiping Heavenly Kingdom; Taiping Army; popular revolts
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