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Social Panic in Jiangnan Area during the War of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom:
Concurrently Talk about the Causes of the Horrible Image of the Taiping Army
LIU Chen
(Department of History Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: During the war of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom a social panic unrest which caused a large loss of population
spread rapidly all over the Jiangnan area. The two important characterizations of social terror were refuge and suicide which
caused by warfare famine plague and soaring prices. The cause of social panic lay on the Taiping’ s horrible image. Generally
the people’ s fears of the Taiping army were accountable for many reasons as following: congenital antagonism;acquired antago—
nism in the effect of political propaganda record at that time bandits’ backstab rumor prophecy and the disadvantages of the
social strategy;in addition the survival and group psychology. It should be emphasized that the Taiping cannot be totally
blamed for the war responsibility which is just like that the Taiping’ s subjective action is not the unique reason of the social
panic and Taiping’ s horrible image. Besides the objective environment attention should be paid to the destruction caused by
the Qing army Tuan lien mercenary troop and bandits which we should take into account when giving judges on the merits and
demerits of the Taiping.

Key words:Taiping Heavenly Kingdom;social panic;Taiping Army;horrible image ;Jiangnan Area
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