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“Esoteric Knowledge” in Ancient Egyptian Temples

YAN Hai-ying
( Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract. “Esoteric knowledge” is a common cultural phenomenon in the ancient world, which is the product of knowledge hier-

archy. Ancient Egyptians called it “ mysterious knowledge” , while Greek philosophers “subtle instruction” ( corresponding to

“explicit instruction” ). There are two clues to trace the tradition of esoteric knowledge: one is the ancient Egyptians’ own re-

cords of mystical knowledge with an indirect reference; the other is the later generations’ deduction of the tradition of esoteric

knowledge, such as the Egyptian mystical rituals recorded by Herodotus, which continued to the middle ages or even later. The

study on “esoteric knowledge” should involve these two kinds of literature, and interpret it from two aspects; the content of eso-

teric knowledge and the interpretation of later generations in the process of spreading.
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