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The End of “Hunan People Serving as the Governor-General of Liangjiang”
and the Formation of the “Southward Movement of the Beiyang Faction”
in the Late Qing Dynasty

Han Ce

Abstract: In the Qing dynasty, the Governor-general of Liangjiang (Jiangsu, Anhui, and Jiangxi) was the most critical
position in southeast China, whose importance was self-evident, especially after the Hunan and Huai armies pacified the
Taiping Rebellion and stationed troops in the southeast regions in the 1860s. After that, the Governor-general of
Liangjiang also served as the Southern Superintendent of Trade. Hence, the candidate for this position became more
critical and sensitive. By no later than 1880, there emerged an unwritten pattern of “Hunan people serving as the
Governor-general of Liangjiang” in Chinese politics, namely, the Governor-general of Liangjiang had to be Hunan
people.But with the death of Liu Kunyi, the leader of the Hunan army in 1902, the position of the Liangjiang Governor-
general was fiercely contested by the leaders of the Hunan army and other political powers, the old pattern of “Hunan
people serving as the Governor-general of Liangjiang” became unsustainable, and the Hunan army in the southeast
henceforth declined.In addition to the aging of the Hunan faction itself, the reasons for this phenomenon are inextricably
linked to the centralization policy of the Qing court after returning from Xi’an in 1901 and the southward movement of
Yuan Shikai’s Beiyang faction.It can be explained by the fact that Zhang Zhidong, Wei Guangtao, i Xingrui and Zhou
Fu successively served as the Governors-general of Liangjiang. In 1904, Zhou Fu, the governor of Shandong province
with a strong background in the Beiyang and Huai factions, unexpectedly went south to act as the Governor-general of
Liangjiang , with the support of the Empress Dowager Cixi, Yi Kuang and Yuan Shikai.In the following two years, Zhou
Fu vigorously cut down the Hunan army,and conducted a series of initiatives,such as placing the Nanyang fleet under
Beiyang’s unified command.drawing Nanyang resources to support the Beiyang army,and using the Beiyang model and
the Beiyang officials to promote the reform of Nanyang, which not only ended the pattern of “Hunan people serving as
the Governor-general of Liangjiang,” but also accelerated the *“Southward Movement of the Beiyang Faction.” This
historical process reflected the evolution of the power pattern and the North-South relations in the late Qing dynasty,
and its far-reaching influence lasted until the Beiyang period.
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