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The Temporal Feature and Period Segmentation

Significance of the Shanqgiu Bronze Group

Han Wei

Abstract: The ritual phrases in the bronze inscriptions of late Westemn Zhou dynasty during the reign of King Xuan and You, in-
cluding glorification, praise and invocation, were obviously heavy in temporal color, which is reflected in the inscriptions of Shan-
qiu bronze group excavated at Yangjiacun, Meixian, Shenxi. This feature is quite different from the inscriptions in former era, the
reign of King Yi and Li. It can be used as a secondary criterion in period segmentation study of late Western Zhou bronzes. If we
combine this criterion with the evolvement of appointment inscriptions during Xuan and You era, bronzes which belong to the sec-
ond half of late Westem Zhou period (Xuan and You) can be distinguished more clearly from those belonging to the first half ( Yi
and Li}.

Key Words: Westem Zhou; Bronze Inscription; Shangiu Bronze Group; Ritual Phrases; Period Segmentation Studies
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