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ABSTRACTS

New Jiangnan History From the Diaspora Society to the Integrated Society Zhao Shiyu

The studies on the history of Jiangnan area is a field where there have been numerous research results
in the studies of China both at home and aboard. How to make further progress in this field has become an
issue of recent academic concern. In the previous studies, scholars usually recognized many about the
agricultural development in the Jiangnan watery lands and the rise of the market towns there, but focused no
more on the other side of this process, the boat-and-shed living people becoming the settled farmers,
particularly on those people’s active behavior in this process, and the social structural changes with its
internal logic which these behavior makes. The discussion on this topic will not only help us to know why

the society of Jiangnan looks like this and not that, but also help us to realize more about the similarity in

the different regional developments of Chinese society.

It Is All but Not the Final: On Changing Perceptions of Wang Yangming in Court and Public
Opinion Fang Zhiyuan

Wang Yangming is known today as the paragon of a man for his perfect virtue, meritorious service, as
well as his Confucian theory of the unity of knowledge and action. Yet this final verdict was made only two
hundred years after his death, when the Ming Dynasty gave way to the Qing, and not without reversals of
opinions in the process. At the beginning, his ideas met with both approval and reservations; and later, his
doctrines were denounced completely, to the point of being branded as heresy. After that, however, he was
praised as a man of perfection in whatever he thought, wrote and did, and he was thus offered sacrifice in
the Confucian temple, the highest honor at the time. Still later, it was a mixture of compliment and
censure, with scholars either praising him for being resolute and judicious even amidst crises or denouncing
him for making a new voice simply for the sake of being uniquely different. These changing perceptions of
Wang Yangming in court and public opinion give expressions to differing game players in society while

revealing the practical needs and value orientation of different historical eras as well.

The Research on the Formation Mechanism of Cangdou in Various Regions in the Qing Dynasty
Hu Tieqiu
In addition to formulating the official standard cang hu, the Qing government also formulated several
official measuring instruments such as jingcanghonghu and tongcanghonghu. According to the volume-weight
of official standard canghu, indica brown rice 1 dan =120 catties, japonica brown rice 1 dan =130 catties,
white grain 1 dan =138.25 catties, wheat 1 dan =125 catties, corn 1 dan =137.2 catties, black bean 1
dan =123.2 catties. Because of the existing difference in the method of hu measurement and the quality of
new and old grain, it was normal to fluctuate from 2 to 3 catties per 1 unit dan. Compared with the volume—
weight of official standard canghu, the size of cang dou across the country had great difference. There were
four mechanisms. One was to use the general cangdou to send and receive taxes and grains along the old

example of the Ming Dynasty, making the concept of cangdou and general shidou the same, which were
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