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Poems of Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty in the
Documents Unearthed from Turfan

Zhu Yuqi

The author pieces together two fragments of one sheet of paper on which a poem of
Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty entitled “Entering the Qing-Chuan Road on Cold Food

Festival” is written. The two fragments were unearthed from Turfan about a century
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ago and reserved in Britain and Japan thereafter. This research paper reviews the
dispersing process of the Turfan documents and analyses literary value and political
significance of the fragments. The poems of Xuanzong were spread as models for
calligraphy and poem writing in Xizhou prefecture of the Tang Dynasty, which proved
that the style of poetry was popular in northwest China as well as in Central Plains
during its heyday of the Tang Dynasty and embodied that national cultural soft power

influenced on the frontier deeply.



