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The Dates of “Zuoce Wu” He and Other Bronzes
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Abstract: The recently discovered bronze “Zuoce Wu™he [ ], inscribed with the date ““thirtieth year®’, is

believed to be made during King Mu™ reign. This paper attempts to describe its shape, decoration and inscription
and compares it with th&“Wu”pan [ ], “Wu” Tangyi [ ] and some other inscribed bronzes. It is argued
that this he dates to the thirtieth year of King Gong™ reign, which confirms the hypothesis that King Gong was
in power for more than thirty years. Zuoce Wu, active from the late King Gong ™ reign to the reign of Kings
Xiao and Yi, was an official historian [shi] whose name has been found in mid-to-late Western Zhou inscriptions
about official appointments. According to inscriptions on thef “Wu” Tangyi and other vessels, Zuoce Wu was
the patriarch of an aristocratic family, Yin [ ]. Acting as the leader of Taishiliao [ ] for gererations, the
patriarch of Yin was of great importance to the Western Zhou court.
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